A Spring Awakening:
From Bohemia to Vienna

Thursday, January 8, 2026 - 20:00 - Philharmonie Berlin

Petr Popelka, conductor - Gil Shaham, violin

TONIGHT’S PROGRAMME MIN

1 DVORAK 1841-1904 18'
"The Wood Dove" (Holoubek), Symphonic Poem, Op. 110

2 BERG 1885-1935 25'
Concerto for Violin and Orchestra "To the Memory of an Angel"

3 SCHUMANN 1810-1856 33’
Symphony No. 1 in B-flat major, Op. 38 "Spring"

TOTAL MUSIC 76'

Antonin Dvorak

1841-1904

"The Wood Dove" (Holoubek), Symphonic Poem, Op. 110
WHAT TO LISTEN FOR

The mournful melody representing the dove’s song, which be-
comes increasingly prominent as the woman’s guilt intensifies.
Notice how Dvorak transforms the bright wedding music into
something increasingly hollow and desperate as the psycholo-

gical drama unfolds.

Alban Berg
1885-1935
Concerto for Violin and Orchestra "To the Memory of an Angel"

WHAT TO LISTEN FOR

The Carinthian folk tune in the first movement, evoking youth-
ful innocence. In the second movement, listen for the moment
when the Bach chorale emerges from the twelve-tone texture,
its centuries-old melody offering consolation. The violin’s final
ascent into the stratosphere is one of the most moving passages

in all of music.

18 minutes

25 minutes



Symphony No. 1 in B-flat major, Op. 38 "Spring"

Robert Schumann
1810-1856

U

Symphony No. 1 in B-flat major, Op. 38 "Spring’
WHAT TO LISTEN FOR

The opening brass fanfare and how its rhythm pervades the en-
tire first movement. In the slow movement, listen for the warm,
singing melody that could have come straight from one of Schu-

mann’s Lieder. The finale’s exuberance is irresistible, carrying

the listener forward on a wave of vernal optimism.
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