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WHAT TO LISTEN FOR

The opening horn and cello theme emerging from the string
tremolo; the way Bruckner builds his immense paragraphs from
small motivic cells; the long timpani pedal on E that prepares
the coda.

The Wagner tubas’ opening theme and their return in the coda;
the enormous C-major climax (with or without the cymbal); the
hushed, grief-stricken ending.

The trumpet’s “cock-crow” theme; the pastoral, lyrical trio sec-
tion; the return of the scherzo’s driving energy.

The kinship between the finale’s opening theme and the first
movement’s; the serene chorale second theme; the return of the
first movement’s material near the end; the final, hard-won ar-

rival in E major.
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