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Symphony No. 3 in D minor

ABOUT THE WORK

The Third Symphony is the longest in the standard orchestral
repertoire, typically lasting around 100 minutes, and one of
Mahler’s most personal statements. He composed it during the
summers of 1895 and 1896 at his lakeside hut on the Attersee in
Upper Austria, in a burst of staggering ambition. It was meant as
a creation story, setting the whole world to music. Its working
title was Pan, after the Greek god of nature; Mahler also gave its
movements descriptive headings, which changed from draft to
draft, linking them to a vast cosmic hierarchy. One version
reads:
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