LONDON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Symphonic Cinema:
Holst's The Planets

Sunday, January 31, 2027 - 18:00 - Barbican
Matteo Dal Maso, conductor - Lucas van Woerkum, film director

approximately 50 minutes

Gustav Holst
1874-1934

The Planets, Op. 32
WHAT TO LISTEN FOR

Mars, the Bringer of War. A five-beat rhythm is tapped out
quietly by timpani, harps and strings played with the wood of
the bow, and it hardly lets up. The music builds again and again
to brutal, dissonant climaxes, with the organ adding its weight.

Venus, the Bringer of Peace. A solo horn is answered softly by
flutes and oboes; later come a solo violin and the cool glitter of
harps, celesta and glockenspiel. It is the answer to Mars.

Mercury, the Winged Messenger. The shortest movement and
the scherzo of the set, over in about four minutes. Fragments
dart between instruments in two keys at once, and in the middle
a small tune, first heard on a solo violin, is passed around the
orchestra a dozen times in different colours.

Jupiter, the Bringer of Jollity. Bustling high spirits frame the
broad central melody that Holst later allowed to be sung as the
hymn ‘I Vow to Thee, My Country’. In the suite it moves at half
the speed of the music around it, and its final cadence is left un-
resolved.

Saturn, the Bringer of Old Age. Holst’s own favourite. Flutes and
harps tread like a slow clock, a solemn melody rises in the trom-
bones, and the procession grows to a clangorous climax with
bells before it fades into calm.

Uranus, the Magician. Four loud brass notes cast the spell. A ga-
lumphing dance for bassoons and timpani gets more and more
out of hand, in the manner of Dukas’s The Sorcerer’s Appren-

tice, until it is swept away at a stroke.

50 minutes



The Planets, Op. 32

Neptune, the Mystic. Quiet throughout, in a swaying five-beat
metre, with flutes, harps and celesta to the fore. In Holst’s score
a hidden chorus of women’s voices joins without words and re-
cedes until it is hard to say where sound ends and silence be-
gins. The LSO’s listing for these film performances does not
name a choir.
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